The One-Room School Experience

Compare and contrast one-room school
experiences with modern school
experiences. Through dialogic
interpretation and the Critical Inquiry
Process, discuss what it would have been
like to attend a one-room school in 1899.
Learn who did and didn’t attend a one-
room school and why.

Suitable for Grades 2-8

Duration: 45 minutes

Artefact Analysis

Students will get to explore the museum,
expressing interest in some of the
artefacts. Just like curators, they will
sketch an artefact of choice while
attempting to discover its purpose and
place in history using the “See, Think,
Wonder” approach of the Critical Inquiry
Process.

Suitable for Grades 3-8

Duration: 45 minutes

What Makes a Community?

Students will be introduced to the
uniqueness of Barriefield and the
surrounding area, through the intersection
of waterways, highways, and the military.
Students will identify commonalities and
differences between Barriefield and their
home and, while using the inference skills,
create their own map of a town.

Suitable for Grades 5-8

Duration: 90 minutes

Arts and Crafts

Recycling was an important part of daily
life in the one-room schools era and was
often featured in arts and crafts. In this
activity, the students get to express their
artistic skills in a historical manner.
Potential activities include: making cards,
scrap fabric collages, and drawing. There
is an opportunity to combine this with
pen & ink as well.

Suitable for Grades 2-8

Duration: 30 minutes

Indigenous Ways of Knowing

Students will learn about local
Anishnaabe and Haudenosaunee culture
and traditions alongside a member of the
local Indigenous community. Activities
include the creation of wampum strings
in order to discuss the importance of
preserving cultural stories to Indigenous
Peoples. Students will also learn about
the Three Sisters and the Anishinaabe
Medicine Circle.

Suitable for Grades 3-8

Duration: 60 minutes

Recess Games

Students will have the opportunity to play
both indoor and outdoor games common
to one-room schools. Some of the games
still exist today, and students will make
connections as to how these games have
developed.

Suitable for Grades 2-8

Duration: 45 minutes
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STEP INTO THE
SCHOOLHOURSE!




Scheduling Programs

The Museum offers both half- and full-day
programs to local schools. Programs are
free for all schools. All programs include
the “One-Room School Experience” and -
3 additional programs depending on the
length of your visit.

To schedule a visit to the Museum, please
contact us at info@fesmuseum.com or by

phone at 613-544-9113. The mission of the
Frontenac Gounty Schools
Museum is to deepen
understanding of how education
and life intersect in Ontario’s
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